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If you have ever bought a fancy cat toy only to find
your pet later playing with the packaging instea d of
the toy, you're not alone. Baffled cat owners often
wonder what went wrong. Some even take it

perso nally. Your independent -minded kitt y's choice
of diversion, though, is more a result of its genetics
than its feelings towards you.

Because your cat is a predatory animal by nature, a
simple object that engages all of its instincts will
attr act its attentio n the most. Homema de toys often
satisfy kitt y the most. To better understa nd their
benef its, we consulted with expert Holly Tse, author
of Make Your Own Cat Toys: Saving the Planet One
Cat at a Time (CreateSpace 2008) and owner of the
Makeyouro wnca tto ys Web site. Along with her
insights, she offered useful ideas to help you create
your cat's next favorite toy -- inexpensiv ely and
painlessly .

Considert he Ben efit s

Homema de toys not only benefit your cat, but they
may also enhance your own lifestyle. Tse shares her
top two reasons that homema de often trumps
store-bo ught when it comes to cat toys:

You redu ceyo uren viro nmen tal impact

"Some of the best homema de toys can be made by
reusing or recy cling items you already have around
the house,” says Tse. By putting your "garbage" to
good use, you divert usable objects away from
landfills and direct them instea d toward your eager
kitt y -- a plus in our eco-conscio us times.

It'sfunandsafefo ryo uandyo urcat

Making homema de cat toys is fun and creativ e, and
it gives you the opportunit y to bond more closely
with your cat, says Tse. When it comes to safety,
there won't be any scares about lead paint in toys.
"If you buy atoy made overseas, you don't know
what materia Is went into the manuf acturing
process," explains Tse. "Howev er, if you make a toy
out of an old gym sock, then it's really up to you to
determine how toxic it is," a smiling Tse adds.
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1 Death toll from Mexican fire rises to 44 (2)

2 Blowout played a part in fatal rollover in Ariz.
(41)

3 Medical personnel describe treating crash
victims (2)

4 Suspected DUI driver hits police officer s
motorcycle (9)

5 Two women shot during Sierra V  ista home

invasion (16)

6 Shootout kills 16 in Mexico'
(6)

Missing man found safe (1)

s Acapulco resort

8 LAPD detective arrested in 1986 murder of
Tucson native

9 Rescuers practice summer life-saving skills

10 Fire damages apartment at assisted living
complex
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Trylt Yourself. .. SOUTHERN ARZONA
Ready to try your hand at creating your househo Id's next most popular cat toy? VEgEg:NfRY
Here are four creativ e ideas from Tse's book: ﬁ' ERGE!

, _ EXPERTS IN:
1. Lazy Wres tle Sau sage (prep time: two minutes) MIWR sﬂ:y
What you'll need: one sock, one plastic grocery bag, one tablespo on organic Dt;\:::?::m g?.,if;;:-’{_y
catnip , one sturdy shoelace Medicine Care

Oncology Nnmvgg'nznl

How you'll do it: Place the catnip in the sock. Stuff the sock with the grocery Ophithalmology “piagnostic
bag. It should feel soft and pliable to the touch. If it feels too stiff, cut away Aesthesia 11378
excess plastic from the bag. Next, tie the shoelace around the open end of the 888_3177
sock, about 2 inches from the end. The toy is now ready for a game of
tug-o f-war.

*D ISCLAIMER* : Th e informa tion containedin or pro vided
throu gh this site section isintended for gen eral con sumer
underst anding and edu cation only andis not intended t o be
andisnot a substitute for professi onal advice. Use of t his site
section and any informa tion contained on or pro vided t hrou gh
. . . . . this site section is at yourown risk and any informa tion
How you'll do it: Hold the CD in the natural light so that it casts reflectio ns contained on or pro vided t hrou gh this site sect ion is pro vided
thro ugho ut the room. Try angling the reflectio n so that your cat can chase the on an "asis"basis without any represen tations or w arranties.

light beam along the floor and walls.

2. Dream C atcher (prep time: less than one minute)

What you'll need: one CD, bright sunshine

3. Polar Ribbo n (prep time: five minutes)

What you'll need: old polar fleece jacket or top, one chopstick, one thick rubber
band (lik e the ones used for broccoli), scissors

How you'll do it: Cut a 1-inch- wide length wise strip from the polar fleece top.
Continue cutting strips until they add up to 50-70 inches in length. Tie the strips
together with double knots to form a very long ribbo n. Tie a knot at one end of
the ribbo n, and tie the other end of the ribbo n around the elastic band. Wrap
the band around the wide end of the chopstick until it is secure. Now, swirl the
ribbo n above your cat's head or dangle it above kitt y's belly. Watch her chase it
and swat it.

4. Sweep A round (prep time: two minutes)
What you'll need: one toilet paper roll, scissors

How you'll do it: Cut one end of the toilet paper roll to make parallel length wise
strips, about 2.5 inches long and 0.3 inches wide each. Cut all the way around
the roll to form the bristle end of the broom. Press the toilet paper roll flat, then
fold it in half length wise. Fold again. Fluff up the sweeper bristles so that it fans
out like a broom. Sweep Around is now ready to sweep kitt y off her feet.

Tse reminds that you should always try to supervise your cat when it is playing
with toys, homema de or otherwise. Store the toys in an attr activ e, covered
basket, or other container, until ready for use. As a final word of advice, Tse
says, "Avoid items that your cat may want to eat or that have the potentia | to
cause injury." In fact, she concludes, "when in doubt, just leave it out."

About the Author: Natalia Macrynik ola is an assista nt edito r at Studio One
Netwo rks, which publishes The Daily Cat. She enjoys writing while her feline
roomma te, Freddy, plays beside her with her homema de toys.
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